ATHENS – DELPHI – METEORA 

For those who wish to attend this tour, which gives you some of the most important highlights of Greece, it is mandatory that you arrange your flight to Greece in order to arrive in Athens (El.Venizelos airport) and depart from Thessaloniki (Makedonia airport)

Duration 3 days: 16 -19 July 2009
Cost:  €400 per person in double bed room  €530 per person in single bed room

Including:  Transportation by coach bus, coordinator, professional guide (through out entire tour), entrances to museums, 3 lunches, 3 nights of accommodation. (Check in*: 16/07 – Check Out:  19/07) 

*Additional nights in Athens hotel (5* Baby Grand Hotel)  single bed €80, double bed €90                                 (prices are per night including breakfast & taxes)

Thursday 16th of July: Arrival in the city of Athens. 

For those who wish to arrive prior to Athens, arrangements can be made to stay at the same hotel.
Participants must arrange transportation** on their own, from the international airport “Eletherios Venizelos” to Baby Grand Hotel ( http://www.classicalhotels.com/babygrandhotel/ ), a centrally located hotel in Athens.

The evening in Athens will be free time to explore the city by night (relevant information will be at the hotel) or catch an event at the ancient Herodeon Theater at the foot of the Acropolis.  For more information about festivities, you may visit www.greekfestival.gr  

Friday 17th of July – Tour Athens 

09.00 am. 

Visit to the Acropolis, the Parthenon, the Ancient Agora and the New Acropolis Museum. Lunch at Plaka. 

Athens, cradle of democracy and western civilization, is one of the few places on earth that boast a history of over 5,000 years. In Athens universal values such as democracy were born and flourished, philosophical and political meditation that later affected the course of the Western civilization was developed, while literature, fine arts and sciences reached an unparalleled acme. Modern Athens is a vibrant city, built in the same area as the ancient city, many remains of which, notably the Acropolis, can easily be seen, with great appeal and charm. Hospitable and exciting, Athens hosted the 2004 Olympic Games, and has many points of interest. 

The Acropolis, inhabited as early as 3000 B.C., is one of the most famous landmarks in the world.  Its name derives from the Greek words “acro” meaning high point and “polis” meaning city.  The most famous building on the summit is Parthenon, an architectural masterpiece built in the 5th century B.C. in honor of the goddess Athena who gave her name to the city.  
Ancient Agora was the political, cultural, and commercial center of ancient Athens, with administrative buildings, courts, and many temples. Athenians gathered here every day to buy and sell their goods, learn the current news, criticize their government, and exchange ideas.

The New Acropolis Museum http://www.newacropolismuseum.gr/ to open this coming spring. If it will not open by the date of the tour The National Archeological Museum , will be visited which has an incomparable collection of finds from ancient Greece. 

The New Acropolis Museum provides 14.000 square meters of exhibition space. This is in contrast with the old museum on the Rock, which had 1.450 square meters of exhibition space. The Museum will exhibit approximately 4.000 artifacts
The Plaka is one of the most well known and characteristic places in Athens located at the foot of the Acropolis, one of the oldest neighbourhoods in Athens, with several classical, Roman, Byzantine, and Ottoman monuments, neoclassical buildings, a labyrinth of narrow streets and alleys with outdoor vendor stalls, souvenir shops, and gold and silver jewellers along the central streets. 

In the afternoon, departure for Arachova village and overnight at Santa Marina Arachova Hotel (http://www.santa-marina.gr/site/content.php?sel=6) on the Parnassos mountain. Arahova is a charming traditional Greek town, and is very close to the famous site of Delphi. For those who are interested in better knowing this popular village they will have the opportunity to walk around and dine at one of the area’s restaurant enjoying the local food or have a drink at one of the cafes’ or bars.

Saturday 18th of July - Tour Delphi 

09.00 am.

Right next to Arahova, 10 klm away, is Delphi, (http://odysseus.culture.gr/h/3/gh351.jsp?obj_id=2507, www.delphi.gr) which is the second most visited ancient site in Greece after the Parthenon in Athens.

Delphi was known in ancient times as the navel of the world. The most important monuments of Delphi are: the Temple of Apollo, the Treasury of the Athenians, the Altar of the Chians, the Stoa of the Athenians, the Theatre of the sanctuary, the Stadium, the Castalia spring, the Tholos, the Polygonal wall, the Gymnasium and the cemetery. 

Lunch at Galaxidi, a picturesque traditional village built by the sea.

After lunch, departure for Meteora - Kalambaka and overnight at Amalia Kalampaka Hotel ( http://www.amalia.gr/kalambaka/home.htm )

Sunday 19th of July – Tour Meteora

The last morning of the excursion will be at Meteora, one of the largest and most important complexes of Eastern Orthodox monasteries. Visit one of the monasteries and walk in the nature amoung them. 

In central Greece gigantic rocks raise, that create a spectacle which might be unique worldwide.  UNESCO has characterized the Holy Meteora as a “monument of Humanity that has to be maintained”. The monasteries of the Meteora are included in the Monuments of world cutural heritage, because thay are a unique harmonious mathching of Byzantine archtecture and natural beauty.  The buildings of the monasteries seem like a continuance and a natural ending of the rocks. The monasteries were built during the 14th century on the top of gigantic vertical rock pillars and Meteora owe their name to the fact that they look like they are hanging between sky and earth.
(http://www.kalampaka.com/en/meteora/monasteries.asp) 

Lunch at a traditional Greek restaurant in Meteora.

After lunch, departure for Thessaloniki, the second largest city of Greece with long history.

[image: image1.jpg]


[image: image2.jpg]


[image: image3.jpg]


[image: image4.jpg]



** How to reach central Athens from the Venizelos airport 
Venizelos airport, the international airport serving Athens, is 33 km southeast of Athens. From the arrivals terminal you can reach Omonia Square, where your hotel is in central Athens, by: 
Metro 
The metro line 3 runs from the circular building outside the terminal to Athens every 20 minutes between 06:30 and 20:30. The trip takes approximately 40 minutes and the single fare is € 8. Get off at the Syntagma Square station, change to line 2 and get off at the Omonia Square station . 
Taxi 
A taxi can take you to your hotel via Attiki Odos, the Athens ring road, a six-lane motorway. The trip should take around 35 minutes and cost about € 25. 
Bus 
Several bus lines leave from just outside the exit doors at the arrivals level of the terminal building. Line X95 is the Athens-Airport Express, running from the airport to Syntagma Square. It departs every 10 to 30 minutes (depending on the hour of the day), 24 hours a day. You can buy the ticket from the bus driver. Ticket price € 3.20 
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